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RQC Colloquiums and RQC Seminars

FY2023 RQC Colloquium
BFI 19129

RQCEFTRLMEI—(CEEXL. EFTZHR

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

April 19, 2023
(online)

May 17, 2023
(online)

June 21, 2023

July 7, 2023

July 21, 2023

September 13, 2023

QOctober 25, 2023

November 21, 2023
(online)

December 27, 2023

January 31, 2024

February 14, 2024

March 19, 2024

Prof.

Prof.

Prof.

Prof.

Prof.

Prof.

Prof.

Prof.

Prof.

Prof.

Prof.

Prof.

Michel Devoret

Scott Aaronson

Kenji Ohmori

Jacob Taylor

Ulrik Lund Andersen

Takao Aoki

Mio Murao

Charles Marcus

Kihwan Kim

Seth Lloyd

Hidetoshi Nishimori

Eric Lutz

ETVWELI,

Yale University
University of Texas at
Austin

Institute for Molecular
Science

National Institute
of Standards and
Technology

Technical University of
Denmark

Waseda University

The University of Tokyo

University of Washington

Tsinghua University
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

Tokyo Institute of
Technology

University of Stuttgart

—Tld. SRLEEEZTFHNICIEEELRQC Colloquium ZBfEL TWEYT, 2023FE (1201

Error correction of a logical quantum bit

How much information is in a quantum state?

Ultrafast quantum simulation and quantum computing
with ultracold atom arrays at quantum speed limit

Exploring fundamental physics with quantum information
science

Advancements in continuous variable quantum
information technology

Nanofiber cavity quantum electrodynamics systems for
distributed quantum computing

Fully-quantum learning: Higher-order quantum algorithms
for comparison and inversion of unknown unitary
operations

New views of a classic (but not classical) system the
Josephson Junction Array

Scalable and programmable phononic network using
vibrational modes of trapped ions

Quantum machine learning

Quantum simulations of problems in statistical physics

Converting quantum statistics into work
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37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

April 3, 2023

April 10, 2023

April 12, 2023

April 14, 2023

April 17, 2023

April 20, 2023

May 1, 2023

May 9, 2023

May 11, 2023

May 15, 2023

May 19, 2023

May 25, 2023

May 26, 2023

June 2, 2023

June 5, 2023

June 14, 2023

June 16, 2023

June 23, 2023

June 27, 2023

June 28, 2023

June 30, 2023

July 11, 2023

July 12, 2023

July 14, 2023

July 18, 2023

FY2023 RQC Seminar

RQCTl3&F/e. EF LN BENICEET HRQC Seminar &WE CHMAEL TVET . 2023FE(F720REL. EFIE1—
IMEFAAEICET BT LA IR —EBELTF LY I—DOREBR ICEREER/NMTONEL.

Prof. Mauro
Antezza

Dr. Fabrizio
Minganti

Mr. Yi-Te Huang

Dr. Onur Oktay
Dr. Carlos
Sanchez Muioz

Prof.
Kyungwon An

Prof. Wolfgang
Lorenzon

Prof.
Xuedong Hu

Prof. Oleksandr
Dobrovolskiy

Dr. Daria
Smirnova

Ms. Therese
Karmstrand

Dr. Bartosz
Regula

Dr. Takuya
Okuda

Mr. Yuma
Kawaguchi

Dr. Josephine
Dias

Dr. Hayato Goto
Mr.Vaibhav
Gautam

Dr. Fredrik
Brange

Prof. Chia-Yi Ju
Dr. Yosuke
Ueno

Prof. Guang-Yin
Chen

Prof. Rainer
Dumke

Prof. Omar Di
Stefano

Prof. Salvatore
Savasta

Dr. Steve
Brierley

University of Montpellier

Ecole Polytechnique
Fédérale de Lausanne

National Cheng Kung
University

University of Surrey

Autonomous University
of Madrid

Seoul National University

University of Michigan

University of Buffalo

University of Vienna
Australian National
University

Chalmers University of

Technology

RIKEN RQC

The University of Tokyo
The City College of New
York

Okinawa Institute of
Science and Technology
Graduate University

RIKEN RQC

University of Surrey

Aalto University

National Sun Yat-Sen
University

RIKEN RQC
National Chung Hsing

University

Nanyang Technological
University, National
University of Singapore

Universita degli Studi di
Messina

Universita degli Studi di
Messina

Riverlane

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

July 20, 2023

July 21, 2023

July 24, 2023

July 13, 2023

July 27, 2023

July 28, 2023

July 28, 2023

July 31, 2023

August 4,
2023

August 7,
2023

August 8,
2023

August 9,
2023

August 10,
2023

August 18,
2023

August 14,
2023

August 21,
2023

August 22,
2023

August 29,
2023

August 31,
2023

September 4,
2023

September 7,
2023

September
12,2023

September
14, 2023

September
15, 2023

October 12,
2023

Mr. Daniele
Lamberto

Prof. Britton
Plourde

Mr. Po-Rong Lai

Prof. Hou lan
Dr. Hirofumi
Yanagisawa

Dr. Antoine
Reserbat-
Plantey

Dr. Reiko
Yamada

Dr. Martin
Rodriguez-Vega

Prof. Adam
Miranowicz

Prof. Enectali
Figueroa-
Feliciano

Ms. Zara Yu
Prof. Xin Wang

Mr. Harvey Cao

Prof. Masaki
Tezuka

Dr. Vanja Maric

Prof. Mark
Mitchison

Mr. Isaac Layton
Mr. Donghoon
Kim

Prof. Hong-Bin
Chen

Dr. Roberto
Stassi

Prof. Valentin
Freilikher

Dr. Eric Giguére
Prof. Martin
Kliesch

Prof. Mauricio
Gutiérrez

Dr. Gustav
Andersson

Universita degli Studi di
Messina

Syracuse University

National Cheng Kung
University

University of Macau

Shizuoka University
CNRS, CRHEA,

Université Nice Cote
d’Azur

The Institute of Photonic
Sciences

Physical Review Letters

Adam Mickiewicz
University

Northwestern University

Massachusetts Institute
of Technology

Xi'an Jiaotong University

Imperial College London

Kyoto University

Université Paris-Saclay

Trinity College Dublin

University of College
Longon

KAIST

National Cheng Kung
University

Messina University

Bar-llan University

ISC Applied Systems

Hamburg University of
Technology

University of Costa Rica

The University of
Chicago
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Prof. Hideo
Kosaka,

Dr. Hodaka
Kurokawa

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

October 24,
2023

October 26,
2023

October 27,
2023

October 30,
2023

October 30,
2023

October 31,
2023

November 1,
2023

November 9,
2023

November 13,
2023

November 17,
2023

November 20,
2023

November 22,
2023

December 4,
2023

December 14,
2023

December 15,
2023

December 15,
2023

December 28,
2023

January 9,
2024

January 24,
2024

February 2,
2024

March 18,
2024

March 21,
2024

Prof. Igor
Aronson

Dr. Huan-Yu Ku

Priv.-Doz. Dr.
Hans Huebl

Prof. Stephen A.
Lyon

Mr. Feng-Jui
Chan

Prof. Yueh-Nan
Chen

Dr. Takahiro
Tsunoda

Mr. Zhiyu Jiang
Mr. Juan Roman
Roche

Prof. Simone De
Liberato

Dr. Suguru
Endo

Dr. Edwin Ng
Dr. Maja

Cassidy

Mr. Dolev
Bluvstein,
Mr. Marcin
Kalinowski$6

Dr. Emanuele
Mendicelli

Dr. Anton Frisk
Kockum

Dr. Shingo Kono

Dr. Satoya Imai
Mr. Siddhant
Singh

Prof. Ludovico
Lami

Prof. Mario
Berta

Yokohama National
University

The Pennsylvania State
University

National Cheng Kung
University

Bavarian Academy
of Sciences and
Humanities

Princeton University and
EeroQ Corp

National Cheng Kung
University

National Cheng Kung
University

Yale University

Hokkaido University

University of Zaragoza

University of
Southampton

NTT

NTT

University of New South
Wales

Harvard University

York University

Chalmers University of
Technology

Ecole Polytechnique
Fédérale de Lausanne

QSTAR, INO-CNR, and
LENS

Delft University of
Technology

QuSoft / University of
Amsterdam

RWTH Aachen
University
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Nori Franco ¥—A!)—%"—}' Academia Europaea
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SEFIERYEBERZEF — LD Nori Franco F—AlJ—5—h'. Academia
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Shang Cheng XEREUT—F « 7V IA M IEREFESRFRAR REFRAI—EETE
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RAI—BEESEHUE L. The 5th International Symposium on Quantum Physics and Quantum Information Sciences
(QPQIS-2023) (2B T. 91Nl [Equivalence between operator spreading and information propagation] TREZLEL,.
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Nori Franco ¥—A!')J—4%"—#" Clarivate Highly Cited Researchers 2023[Z&H
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Nori Franco F—A!)—4% —H' The 2024 Charles Hard Townes Medal Recipient (Optica)
([SEE
ST IERYIBIERIFZTTTF — LD Nori Franco F—AJ—5—h The 2024 Charles Hard Townes Medal Recipient (Optica) 32
HonhFElLiz, EFEF. SFERUE. EFOERICEHTIZIL<OERNERE. FELGETFTVINIIT7YV—ILOBREICHTS
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Welcome to Quantum Innovation 2023
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ZA 81K (Ph.D.) 3—-F1%—9—

1 Toshio Tonouchi et al., “A fast method of verifying network routing with back-trace header space analysis”, IEEE/
IFIP IM 2015

2 CS Hong, Toshio Tonouchi ed., Internet for Changing Business and New Computing Services: 12th Asia-Pacific
Network Operations and Management Symposium, APNOMS 2009, LNCS 5787

3 Yoshinori Watanabe et al. “UTRAN O&M Support System with Statistical Fault Identification and Customizable
Rule Sets”, NOMS 2008

4 Nicholas Damianou, Naranker Dulay, Emil Lupu, Morris Sloman, Toshio Tonouchi, “Tools for Domain-Based
Policy Management of Distributed Systems”, IEEE/IFIP NOMS 2002

5 Toshio Tonouchi et al., “An Implementation of OSI Management Q3 Agent Platform for Subscriber Networks”,
|IEEE Int Conf on Communication (ICC) 1997
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1992 HRRAZ BERAZR EHREFER B

1992 BHABIMI A Attt C&CU AT AMEFEE

1999 Z[E Imperial College EEFRE
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2018 R BERMIBE®IZHM -1 /N—a 483 BEREEFAEE
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2021 Bt EF 11— 9IWRLEI— o I—RE SEMESIESFE
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Quantum Information with quantum cat states

More than 1.5 Million downloads!

Our quantum software (QuTiP) is used by more groups @ ~Tcm
than the ones by Google, Microsoft, D-Wave, etc.
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Data obtained from “Used by” button on GitHub. 5/30/19 obtained several interesting results in this area.
Our software QuTIP is widely used by very many research groups, Quantum cat states play an important role in quantum computing
and it has been downloaded more than 1.5 million times. and we have obtained interesting results in this area.
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HREHE

Our group studies the mathematical underpinnings of quantum information theory, with a particular focus on the investigation
of the mathematical structure of quantum resources — physical phenomena that underlie practical advantages of quantum
technologies in areas such as communication and computation.

We aim to develop technical frameworks that help address the fundamental questions of how to quantify, manipulate, and
take advantage of physical resources in quantum information and communication tasks. Our approach is to establish a solid
and rigorous mathematical foundation which can be directly

used to study a variety of physical settings, allowing for broad quantum magic-state
applications and generalisations. In addition to advancing the BTGNS / c:m”::::;}:m

frontiers of knowledge on the fundamental laws governing quantum \ ——
quantum systems, we hope to provide insight into the coherence \ quantum | _ (rlnemory
physically achievable limits of the advantages of quantum resources

resources, which can then find use in benchmarking practical . n?::;}:;nrl o non-Markovianity
quantum technologies. We will directly apply our methods to DI

shed light on the properties of resources such as quantum
entanglement, quantum coherence, magic-state quantum
computation, as well as the dynamical quantum resources of
quantum channels.

Beyond that, we are broadly interested in the mathematical J
problems of quantum information theory, e.g. the properties

and applications of entropic quantities, the characterisation There are many different quantum resources that can fuel the

of operational tasks such as quantum hypothesis testing, and practical applications of quantum technologies. Understanding
convex optimisation problems, which can be encountered in their properties is thus an important problem, but their complex
almost every area of quantum information. mathematical structure often makes this very difficult. (Schematic

figure adapted from Phys. Rev. X 9, 031053 (2019).)
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1 B. Regula and L. Lami, “Reversibility of quantum resources through probabilistic protocols”, Nat. Commun. 15,
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2 L. Lami and B. Regula, “No second law of entanglement manipulation after all”’, Nat. Phys. 19, 184-189 (2023)
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4 B. Regula and R. Takagi, “Fundamental limitations on distillation of quantum channel resources”, Nat. Commun.
12, 4411 (2021)
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A probabilistic “second law” of quantum resources

The second law of thermodynamics is a fundamental law of physics. It tells us that the thermodynamic transformations of
physical systems are governed by a single function: the entropy. We show that a similar result can be obtained not only in
thermodynamics, but also for general quantum phenomena that find use as resources in physical settings — in particular, for
quantum entanglement, whose dynamics are notoriously hard to characterise exactly.

We showed that the transformations of quantum systems can be described by a single entropic measure of resources, and all
transformations can be made asymptotically reversible in a suitable probabilistic setting. The result simplifies the characterisation
of the transformations of quantum resources and the understanding of their limitations. The price to pay in our approach is that
reversibility, and thus the second law, is only achievable with some probability.

.° . . . Schematic illustration of probabilistic reversibility of quantum entanglement. Transformations

' .. Q “ . . between many copies of entangled quantum states (here represented by red and green

' . ’ . shapes) are made reversible by using probabilistic protocols, with the transformation rate
. given by the regularised relative entropy of entanglement. This leads to a consistent and
unique notion of an entropic measure of entanglement.

©B. Regula and L. Lami, “Reversibility of quantum resources through probabilistic protocols”,
Nature Communications 15, 3096 (2024)

Virtual distillation of quantum resources

Distillation (purification) is central to the practical use of quantum resources in noisy settings often encountered in quantum
communication and computation. Conventionally, distillation requires using some restricted 'free’ operations to convert a noisy
state into one that approximates a desired pure state. We propose to relax this setting by only requiring the approximation of the
measurement statistics of a target pure state. This allows us to integrate the power of classical postprocessing to enhance the
capabilities of free quantum operations.

We show that this extended scenario of virtual resource distillation provides considerable advantages over standard
approaches, allowing for the purification of noisy states from which no resources can be distilled conventionally. Our methods
can be applied to various settings such as the theories of entanglement, coherence, or non-stabiliser quantum computation.

(@) (b)
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Comparison of conventional and virtual resource distillation. (a) Conventional resource distillation employs a free operation /A to map a noisy state
0 into a state that approximates (many copies of) the target state (/. (b) Virtual distillation approximates the measurement outcomes of copies of
() by using a virtual operation, that is, a linear combination of free operations.

©X. Yuan, B. Regula, R. Takagi, and M. Gu, “Virtual quantum resource distillation”, Physical Review Letters 132, 050203 (2024)
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Research Highlights / Features

Simplifying quantum computation

A novel protocol for quantum computers could reproduce the complex dynamics of quantum materials

Category: Exploratory Physical Sciences Field: Quantum computers

quantum-computational algorithm that could be used

to efficiently and accurately calculate atomic-level
interactions in complex materials has been developed by RIKEN
researchers’. It has the potential to bring an unprecedented
level of understanding to condensed-matter physics and
quantum chemistry—an application of quantum computers
first proposed by brilliant physicist Richard Feynman in 1981.

Quantum computers bring the promise of enhanced number-
crunching power and the ability to crack problems that are out
of the reach of conventional computers.

Qubits, the building blocks of quantum computers, are
essentially tiny systems—nanocrystals or superconducting
circuits, for example—governed by the laws of quantum
physics. Unlike bits used in conventional computers, which
can be either one or zero, qubits can have multiple values
simultaneously. It is this property of qubits that gives quantum
computers their advantage in terms of speed.

An unconventional way of computation also requires a new
perspective on how to efficiently process data in order to tackle
problems too difficult for conventional computers.

One notable example of this is the so-called time-evolution
operator. “Time-evolution operators are huge grids of numbers
that describe the complex behaviors of quantum materials,”
explains Kaoru Mizuta of the RIKEN Center for Quantum
Computing. “They’re of great importance because they give
quantum computers a very practical application—better
understanding quantum chemistry and the physics of solids.”

The prototype quantum computers demonstrated to date
have achieved time-evolution operators using a relatively simple
technique called Trotterization. But Trotterization is thought to
be unsuitable for the quantum computers of the future because
it requires a huge number of quantum gates and thus a lot
of computational time. Consequently, researchers have been
striving to create quantum algorithms for accurate quantum
simulations that use fewer quantum gates.

Now, Mizuta, working with colleagues from across Japan,
has proposed a much more efficient and practical algorithm. A
hybrid of quantum and classical methods, it can compile time-
evolution operators at a lower computational cost, enabling
it to be executed on small quantum computers, or even
conventional ones.

“We have established a new protocol for constructing
quantum circuits that efficiently and accurately reproduce time-
evolution operators on quantum computers,” explains Mizuta.
“By combining small quantum algorithms with the fundamental
laws of quantum dynamics, our protocol succeeds in designing
quantum circuits for replicating large-scale quantum materials,
but with simpler quantum computers.”

Figure: An illustration showing the two states of a cuprate high-
temperature superconductor. A new protocol for constructing
quantum circuits could help with calculations on quantum
materials such as superconductors.

© US DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY/SCIENCE PHOTO LIBRARY
[https://www.sciencephoto.com/media/1075086/view]

Mizuta and his team next intend to clarify how the time-
evolution operators optimized by their method can be applied
to various quantum algorithms that can compute the properties
of quantum materials. “We anticipate that this work will
demonstrate the potential of using smaller quantum computers
to study physics and chemistry.”

Related content:

Quantum computing and deep learning could help solve the
mysteries of quantum gravity
[https://www.riken.jp/en/news_pubs/research_news/
rr/20220411_1/index.html]

Scientists achieve key elements for fault-tolerant quantum
computation in silicon spin qubits
[https://www.riken.jp/en/news_pubs/research_news/
pr/2022/20220120_1/index.html]

Quantum entanglement of three spin qubits demonstrated
in silicon
[https://www.riken.jp/en/news_pubs/research_news/
rr/20210903_1/index.html]

Reference

1. Mizuta, K., Nakagawa, Y. O., Mitarai, K. & Fuijii, K.
Local variational quantum compilation of large-scale
Hamiltonian dynamics. PRX Quantum 3, 040302 (2022).
(doi: 10.1103/PRXQuantum.3.040302)
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These articles are edited versions of RIKEN Research Highlights.
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Feedback system could fix quantum-computing errors

Quantum circuit can reset quantum bits carried by electron spins in silicon

Category: Applied Physical Sciences Field: Quantum computing

method to reset the data held in silicon-based,

quantum-computing devices has been developed by
RIKEN researchers'. This could help to enhance the reliability
of quantum computers by forming a crucial part of an error-
correction system.

Quantum computers promise to dramatically increase
our computing power, but these highly sensitive devices are
prone to errors.

Data in quantum computers is encoded by the quantum
states of particles, such as the spin of an electron. These
quantum bits (qubits) can be linked together through a
phenomenon called entanglement, and then process
information through a combination, or superposition, of
their quantum states. This enables quantum computers to
perform certain complex calculations much more rapidly than
conventional computers.

Electrical confinement in silicon formed by metallic electrodes,
known as quantum dots, is a promising candidate to host an
electron-spin qubit. But quantum states can be delicate, and
the qubits often acquire errors that need to be corrected.

To help address this problem, RIKEN researchers have
devised a way to rapidly and accurately read a spin qubit,
and then reset it. This kind of control system will be essential
to build fault-tolerant quantum computers based on silicon
quantum dots.

One challenge the team faced is that a qubit loses
correlation between the readout result and the qubit state
after reading. To overcome this, the team used a pair of
silicon quantum dots to accommodate two entangled qubits.
While one qubit carried data, the other served as an auxiliary.
By using a charge sensor to read the auxiliary qubit, the
researchers could estimate the state of the data qubit without
destroying its information—a method known as a quantum
non-demolition (QND) measurement. Depending on the
outcome of the measurement, the system could then deliver
a microwave pulse that resets the data qubit.

The team constructed a quantum circuit to repeatedly
perform the QND measurements, producing a single
microwave pulse to reset the data qubit with cumulatively
improved reliability. “Since the quantity measured by a
quantum non-demolition measurement is not disturbed by
the measurement, it can be measured again and again to
estimate the data-qubit state more accurately,” says Takashi
Kobayashi of the RIKEN Center for Quantum Computing.

The whole reset process currently takes about 60
microseconds at least, which might be too slow for a practical
quantum computer. To shorten this time, the researchers
suggest adding a second auxiliary qubit, which would allow

56

them to use a faster measurement method.

“The time for the protocol might be reduced to a few
microseconds,” says Kobayashi. “This would pave the way to
feedback-based quantum error correction.”

Related content:

Researchers demonstrate error correction in a silicon qubit system
https://www.riken.jp/en/news_pubs/research_news/
pr/2022/20220825_1/index.html

Two-electron qubit points the way to scaling up quantum
computers
https://www.riken.jp/en/news_pubs/research_news/
rr/20200619_1/

Scientists succeed in measuring electron spin qubit without
demolishing it
https://www.riken.jp/en/news_pubs/research_news/
pr/2020/20200303_2/

Faster technique for resetting quantum circuits proposed
https://www.riken.jp/en/news_pubs/research_news/
rr/20220121_1/index.html
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Conceptual illustration of a computer microchip with a grid of
quantum spin states. RIKEN researchers have shown how a
quantum circuit can reset quantum bits carried by electron spins
in silicon.

https://www.sciencephoto.com/media/948603/view

© ELLA MARU STUDIO/SCIENCE PHOTO LIBRARY
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Machine learning realizes better quantum error

correction

Harnessing machine learning helps to correct errors that develop in quantum computers

Category: Applied Physical Sciences Field: Quantum computing

n a step toward realizing practical quantum computers,

RIKEN researchers have demonstrated that machine
learning can be used to perform error correction for quantum
computers'.

Classical computers perform operations using bits, which
can take the values 0 and 1. In contrast, quantum computers
use qubits, which can assume any superposition of these
two states. When combined with quantum entanglement—a
quantum way of linking distant objects—qubits enable
quantum computers to perform entirely new operations.
This gives them a potential advantage over conventional
computers for some tasks, such as large-scale searches,
optimization and cryptography.

The main hurdle to realizing quantum computers for
practical applications is the extremely fragile nature of quantum
superpositions. Tiny perturbations from the environment can
generate errors that rapidly destroy quantum superpositions.

To tackle this problem, sophisticated methods for quantum
error correction have been developed. While they can, in
theory, neutralize the effect of errors, they often greatly
increase device complexity, which itself is error prone and thus
potentially even increases exposure to errors. Consequently,
full-fledged error correction has remained elusive.

Now, a team led by Franco Nori of the RIKEN Center for
Quantum Computing (RQC) has leveraged machine learning
in a search for error-correction schemes that minimize the
device overhead while maintaining good error-correction
performance.

The team adopted an autonomous approach to
quantum error correction, where a cleverly designed,
artificial environment replaces the need to perform frequent
measurements to detect errors.

They also looked at ‘bosonic qubit encodings’, which are,
for instance, available and utilized in some of the currently
most promising and widespread quantum-computing
machines based on superconducting circuits.

Finding high-performing candidates in the vast search space
of bosonic qubit encodings was a complex optimization task.
The team addressed this problem by using reinforcement
learning, an advanced machine learning method in which an
agent explores a possibly abstract environment to learn and
optimize its action policy.

Using this approach, the team found a surprisingly simple,
approximate qubit encoding that could not only greatly
reduce the device complexity compared to other proposed
encodings, but that also outperformed its competitors in

terms of its ability to correct errors.

“Our work not only demonstrates the potential for deploying
machine learning towards quantum error correction, but it may
also bring us a step closer to the successful implementation
of quantum error correction in experiments,” says Yexiong
Zeng, also of the RQC.

“Machine learning can play a pivotal role in addressing large-
scale quantum computation and optimization challenges,” says
Nori. “Currently, we are actively involved in a number of projects
that integrate machine learning, artificial neural networks,
quantum error correction, and quantum fault tolerance.”

Reference

1. Zeng, Y., Zhou, Z.-Y., Rinaldi, E., Gneiting, C. & Nori,
F. Approximate autonomous quantum error correction
with reinforcement learning. Physical Review Letters 131,
050601 (2023).
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Quantum computers start to measure up

An alternative approach to quantum computers that stores and processes information as light could enable

reprogrammable systems.

Category: Applied Physical Sciences Field: Quantum computing

he race to develop quantum computers has really heated

up over the past few years. State-of-the-art systems
can now run simple algorithms using dozens of qubits—or
quantum bits—which are the building blocks of quantum
computers.

Much of this success has been achieved in so-called gate-
based quantum computers. These computers use physical
components, most notably superconducting circuits, to
host and control the qubits. This approach is quite similar
to conventional, device-based classical computers. The
two computing architectures are thus relatively compatible
and could be used together. Furthermore, future quantum
computers could be fabricated by harnessing the technologies
used to fabricate conventional computers.

But the Optical Quantum Computing Research Team at
the RIKEN Center for Quantum Computing has been taking
a very different approach. Instead of optimizing gate-based
quantum computers, Atsushi Sakaguchi, Jun-ichi Yoshikawa
and Team Leader Akira Furusawa have been developing
measurement-based quantum computing.

MEASUREMENT-BASED COMPUTING
Measurement-based quantum computers process information
in a complex quantum state known as a cluster state, which
consists of three (or more) qubits linked together by a non-
classical phenomenon called entanglement. Entanglement is
when the properties of two or more quantum particles remain
linked, even when separated by vast distances.

Measurement-based quantum computers work by making
a measurement on the first qubit in the cluster state. The
outcome of this measurement determines what measurement
to perform on the second entangled qubit, a process called
feedforward. This then determines how to measure the third.
In this way, any quantum gate or circuit can be implemented
through the appropriate choice of the series of measurements.

Measurement-based schemes are very efficient when used
on optical quantum computers, since it's easy to entangle a
large number of quantum states in an optical system. This
makes a measurement-based quantum computer potentially
more scalable than a gate-based quantum computer. For
the latter, qubits need to be precisely fabricated and tuned
for uniformity and physically connected to each other. These
issues are automatically solved by using a measurement-
based optical quantum computer.

Importantly, measurement-based quantum computation
offers programmability in optical systems. “We can change
the operation by just changing the measurement,” says

58

Atsushi Sakaguchi and his team are exploring the possibility of
using light to produce quantum computers that are measurement
based rather than gate based.

Gate-based quantum computers are becoming more common.
But the Optical Quantum Computing Research Team at the
RIKEN Center for Quantum Computing has been developing
measurementbased quantum computing, with digital circuitry for
electrical-optical control (pictured). Measurementbased systems
are potentially more scaleable than gatebased quantum
computing.

Sakaguchi. “This is much easier than changing the hardware,
as gated-based systems require in optical systems.”

But feedforward is essential. “Feedforward is a control
methodology in which we feed the measurement results to
a different part of the system as a form of control,” explains
Sakaguchi. “In measurement-based quantum computation,
feedforward is used to compensate for the inherent
randomness in quantum measurements. Without feedforward
operations, measurement-based quantum computation
becomes probabilistic, while practical quantum computing
will need to be deterministic.”

The Optical Quantum Computing Research Team and their



co-workers—from The University of Tokyo, Palacky University
in the Czech Republic, the Australian National University
and the University of New South Wales, Australia—have
now demonstrated a more advanced form of feedforward:
nonlinear feedforward. Nonlinear feedforward is required to
implement the full range of potential gates in optics-based
quantum computers.

“We've now experimentally demonstrated nonlinear
quadrature measurement using a new nonlinear
feedforward technology,” explains Sakaguchi. “This type
of measurement had previously been a barrier to realizing
universal quantum operations in optical measurement-
based quantum computation.”

OPTICAL COMPUTERS

Optical quantum computers use qubits made of wave
packets of light. At another institution, some of the current
RIKEN team had previously constructed the large optical
cluster states needed for measurement-based quantum
computation. Linear feedforward has also been achieved to
construct simple gate operations, but more advanced gates
need nonlinear feedforward.

Atheory for practical implementation of nonlinear quadrature
measurement was proposed in 2016. But this approach
presented two major practical difficulties: generating a
special ancillary state (which the team achieved in 2021) and
performing a nonlinear feedforward operation.

The team overcame the latter challenge with complex optics,
special electro-optic materials and ultrafast electronics. To
do this they exploited digital memories, in which the desired
nonlinear functions were precomputed and recorded in the
memory. “After the measurement, we transformed the optical
signal into an electrical one,” explains Sakaguchi. “In linear
feedforward, we just amplify or attenuate that signal, but we
needed to do much more complex processing for nonlinear
feedforward.”

The key advantages of this nonlinear feedforward technique
are its speed and flexibility. The process needs to be fast
enough that the output can be synchronized with the optical
quantum state.

“Now that we have shown that we can perform nonlinear
feedforward, we want to apply it to actual measurement-
based quantum computation and quantum error correction
using our previously developed system,” says Sakaguchi.
“And we hope to be able to increase the higher speed of
our nonlinear feedforward for high-speed optical quantum
computation.”

“But the key message is that, although superconducting
circuit-based approaches may be more popular, optical
systems are a promising candidate for quantum-computer
hardware,” he adds.

Reference

For a full list of references, check the online version of this
article: www.riken.jp/en/news_pubs/research_news/
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Atsushi Sakaguchi completed his PhD under the supervision of
Akira Furusawa at the University of Tokyo in 2021. He then joined
his current team, the Optical Quantum Computing Research
Team at the RIKEN Center for Quantum Computing. Here he
works on experimental quantum optics and quantum information
research. He is currently collaborating on research into classical
operations for quantum computing.
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